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finally abandoned him. "The declaration which I
made in court in his favor some time ago," he
wrote the President, "was precipitate. . . . My
confidence in him is destroyed. ... I am sorry
for it, on his account, on the public account, and
because you have expressed opinions in his favor."
It was obviously impossible to impeach the Chief
Justice for having prevented the hanging of Aaron
Burr on the testimony of such a miscreant.

Though the years immediately following the
Burr trial were not a time of conspicuous activity
for Marshall, they paved the way in more than one
direction for his later achievement. Jefferson's re-
tirement from the Presidency at last relieved the
Chief Justice from the warping influence of a hate-
ful personal contest and from anxiety for his official
security. Jefferson's successors were men more will-
ing to identify the cause of the Federal Judiciary
with that of national unity. Better still, the War
of 1812 brought about the demise of the Feder-
alist party and thus cleared the Court of every
suspicion of partisan bias. Henceforth the great
political issue was the general one of the nature of
the Union and the Constitution, a field in which
Marshall's talent for debate made him master.